STUDIES   IN   PROSE
heart is touched, It thrills along his verse. He
always has the right word for the right idea,
and never a word too much. If he is brief,
it is because few words suffice; when he is
lavish of them, still each word has its mark,
and aids, not embarrasses, the vigorous march
of his elocution. He expresses what all feel,
but all can not say; and his sayings pass into
proverbs among his people, and his phrases
become household words and idioms of their
daily speech, which is tessellated with the rich
fragments of his language, as we see in foreign
lands the marbles of Roman grandeur worked
into the walls and pavements of modern pal-
aces.
Such preeminently is Shakespeare among
ourselves; such preeminently Yergil among
the Latins; such in their degree are all those
writers who in every nation go by the name of
Classics. To particular nations they are nec-
essarily attached from the circumstances of
the variety of tongues and the peculiarities of
each; but so far they have a catholic and
ecumenical character, that what they express
is common to the whole race of man, and they
alone are able to express it.
If then the power of speech is a gift as
great as any that can be named, if the origin
of language is by. many philosophers even
considered to be nothing short of divine, if
by means of words the secrets of the heart are
brought to light, pain of soul is relieved, hid-
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